
IOM COVID-19

IMPACT ON

POINTS OF ENTRY

BI-WEEKLY ANALYSIS

02 DECEMBER 2020

0



PUBLISHER

COVERPHOTO:
© IOMSomalia2020

“IOMCCCM,MHDandWASHteamsin collaborationwith SouthWestStateof Somaliaandthe Ministry
of Health is holdingCovid-19 preventionand control training sessionsfor frontline Baidoacommunity
contractedcasualstaff. Thestaff is engagedin conductingcommunityhealth, hygieneand sanitation
promotion activitiesfor WASH,MHDand CCCM’scommunitymobilisersaswell asfield enumerators.
Theywill hold healthengagementactivitiesin the field for two weeksto educatethe publicon infection
prevention and control of communicablediseases,to sensitizethe community on good hygieneand
sanitationpracticesand to inform peopleon the keyissueson COVID-19 outbreak,aswell asfactsand
mythsof thispandemic.”

Theopinionsexpressedin the report arethoseof the authorsanddo not necessarilyreflect the
views of the InternationalOrganizationfor Migration (IOM). Thedesignationsemployedandthe
presentation of material throughout the report do not imply the expressionof any opinion
whatsoeveron the part of IOM concerningthe legal statusof any country, territory, city or
area,or of itsauthorities,or concerningits frontiersorboundaries.

IOM is committed to the principle that humaneand orderly migration benefitsmigrantsand
society. Asan intergovernmentalorganization,IOM actswith its partnersin the international
community to assist in meeting the operational challenges of migration, advance
understandingof migration issues, encouragesocial and economic development through
migrationandupholdthe humandignityand well-beingof migrants.

Pleasesend any feedback,comments and suggestionsrelated to the Covid-19 Mobility
Trackingdashboardsandoutputsto the DTMCovid-19Teamatdtmcovid19@iom.int

© 2020InternationalOrganizationfor Migration(IOM)

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced,stored in a retrieval
system,or transmittedin anyform or by anymeans,electronic,mechanical,photocopying,
recording, or otherwise without the prior written permission of the International
Organizationfor Migration (IOM).
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Methodology & Definitions
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Tobetter understandandcapturehow COVID-19 affectsglobalmobility, IOM hasdevelopeda globaldatabaseusedto map,track
andanalysethe impactthe pandemicishavingon Pointsof Entry(PoEs) andother keypointsandlocationsof internalmobility. This
systemfor data collectionandanalysis,whichhasbeenoperationalsinceMarch2020, is calledMobility andRestrictionsMapping
(MRM) and wasdevelopedin phasesrespondingto the evolution of the pandemicand the resultingrestrictivenessat points of
entry and locationsof internal mobility. Until the end of Augustthe systemwasin phasetwo and wascomposedof components,
calledmodules,tailored to capturedifferent information. Thisincludedmodulesfor mappingPoEoperationalstatusandmeasures,
aswell asother modulesrelatedto observationsat keylocationsof internalmobility. Modulesrelated to internal mobility captured
informationon generalCOVID-19measureswithin countrycontexts,internalmobility restrictions,the situationat in-countrytransit
pointsandareassuchascitiesandprovincesthat havespecificCOVID-19measuresin placewhichmaydiffer from thoseimposedat
country level,and sitesand locationswith populationsof interest (strandedforeigners/migrantsandor internallydisplacedwhose
mobilitywasimpacteddueto COVID-19measures).

Sincethe beginningof September2020, phasethree of the MRMisbasedon gradualimprovementsaswell ason recommendations
providedby usersandkeystakeholders. It is aimedat establishinga GlobalPoEReferenceDatabase-masterlist, usedasa baseline
for other assessments. Thiswill be a comprehensivelist of all officialPoEsworldwideandwill expandon the originalPoEmoduleto
captureinformation on the official and operationalstatusof observedPoEs(airports,blue border crossingpointsand land border
crossingpoints). It will be implementedin all countries,territories and areascurrently capturedin the databasebut will aim to
reacheverycountry in the world and all PoEs. All data collectedthrough previousversionsof the modulesinceMarch 2020will
continueto beupdatedregularly.

Throughphasethree, data collectedfor key locationsof internal mobility (in countries,areasor siteswith populationsof interest)
will continueto be collectedandprocessedthroughthe existingmodulesandwill continueto be functionalin the improvedversion
of the MRMsystem.

ThePointsof EntryBi-WeeklyAnalysisreport andthe KeyLocationsof InternalMobility Monthly Analysisreport serveto presentan
overviewof theseCOVID-19 related changesobservedat the assessedairports,blue border crossingpoints, land border crossing
points,aswell asat internaltransitpoints,andother keylocationsof internalmobility.

The IOM COVID-19 Impact on Pointsof EntryBi-WeeklyAnalysisis meant to serveIOM Member States,IOM, UN and voluntary
partner agencies,the civil society,includingmedia,aswell asthe generalpopulationin analysingthe impactof COVID-19 pandemic
on PoEs. It is particularly relevant when identifying and addressingspecificneedsfaced by migrants and mobile populations,
disproportionatelyaffectedby the globalmobilityrestrictions.

The report is basedon information providedby IOM field staff, usingresourcesavailableat the IOM country office level and is
accurateto the bestof IOM’sknowledgeat the time of compilation. All information isbeingconstantlyvalidated,includingthe geo-
locationandattributes,andthroughregularassessmentsand triangulationof information. Theupdatesdependon the time frame
within which the information becomesavailableand is processedby IOM. For this reason, the analysisis alwaysdated and
timestampedin order to reflect the reality at a giventime. However,as the situation continuouslyevolvesand changes,despite
IOM’sbestefforts, the analysismaynot alwaysaccuratelyreflect the multiple andsimultaneousrestrictivemeasuresbeingimposed
at aspecificlocation.

This report providesan overview and analysison the data from a global and regional perspectiveof PoEs. For more detailed
country-specificinformationanddatasetusedfor the analysispleasevisit: https://migration.iom.int/

https://migration.iom.int/


Methodology & Definitions

Asthe situation of the COVID-19 pandemiccontinuesto evolve,the resultingrestrictivemeasuresissuedto mitigate the spread,
havebecomeincreasinglycomplexand varied. TheIOM databasemonitoring the impacton points of entry hasbeenupdatedin a
waywhich reflectsthe variedstagesof measuresissuedat different times by countries,territories or areas. Assuch,the evolution
of globalrestrictivemeasures,hasresultedin variedupdate timelinesandcanexplainthe differencein monthly updates. Datahas
beencollectedbetween13 Marchand26 November2020. Datafor 52 per cent of the PoEshasbeenupdatedsincethe beginning
of November,12per centof the PoEshasbeenupdatedduringthe month of October,while informationfor 25per centof the PoEs
hasbeenupdatedduringthe month of September. Theremainingdatawaslast updatedbefore September(2%in August,<1%in
July,1%in June,4%in May,3%in Apriland1%in March).FormoreinformationseeTable1.2 in the Annex.

Forfurther informationon the methodology,definitionsandexplanationpleaserefer to the MethodologyFramework.

Regionalmapsareavailablehere.

Datais collectedon the following locationtypes:

Å Airports(currentlyor recentlyfunctioningairport with adesignatedInternationalAir TransportAssociation(IATA)code)
Å BlueBorderCrossingPoints(internationalbordercrossingpoint on sea,riveror lake)
Å LandBorderCrossingPoints(internationalbordercrossingpoint on land,includingrail)

Thefollowing operationalstatusis capturedfor eachassessedPoE:

Å Fullyoperational:
Å Openfor entryandexit: all travelerscanusethe PoE.

Å Partiallyoperational:
Å Openfor commercialtraffic only: only transportof goodsispermitted,travelersarenot allowedto cross;
Å Closedfor entry: travelerscannotusethis locationto enter the country,territory or area;
Å Closedfor exit: travelerscannotusethisPoEto leavethe country,territory or area;
Å Openfor returning nationalsand residentsonly: the PoEis open to returning nationalsand residentsonly, including

military and humanitarianpersonneland other specialgroups for whom entry and exit is permitted accordingto
nationalproceduresin place.

Å Fullyclosed:
Å Closedfor both entry andexit: no oneispermitted to usethe PoE.

Å Unknown

List of acronyms used throughout thereport
• C/T/As: countries, territories orareas
• DTM: Displacement Tracking Matrix
• IDPs: Internally DisplacedPersons
• MRM: Mobility and Restrictions Mapping
• PoE: Point ofEntry
• p.p.: Percentage Point1

• SOPs: Standard Operating Procedures

Data is geographicallyaggregatedby IOM RegionalOffices. The list of countriesunder eachIOM RegionalOffice can be found

here: https://www .iom.int/regional-offices

4

1. Not to be confused with per cent, percentage point (p.p.) refers to an increase or decrease of a percentage rather than anincrease or decrease in the raw number.
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https://migration.iom.int/sites/default/files/public/DTM Methodological Framework for Points of Entry Country Baseline _COVID-19 11032020.pdf
https://migration.iom.int/maps/dtm-covid-19-regional-atlas-point-operational-status-26-november-2020?close=true
https://www.iom.int/regional-offices


The current COVID-19 pandemichasaffected globalmobility both in terms of international mobility restrictionsand restrictive
measureson internal movement. Tobetter understandhow COVID-19 affectsglobalmobility, IOMhasdevelopeda globalmobility
databaseto gather,mapandtrackdataon theserestrictivemeasuresimpactingmovement. Theinformationin this report relieson
a compilationof inputs from multiple sources,includingfrom IOM staff in the field, DTMreportson flow monitoring and mobility
tracking.

Datahasbeencollectedfrom 13 March to the 26 November2020. Datafor 52 per cent of the PoEshasbeenupdatedsincethe
beginningof November,12 per centof the PoEshasbeenupdatedduringthe month of October,while information for 25 per cent
of the PoEshasbeenupdatedin September. TheremainingdatawaslastupdatedbeforeSeptember(2%in August,<1%in July,1%
in June,4%in May,3%in Apriland1%in March).

Pointsof Entry(PoEs):

Å A total of 4,149PoEswereassessedin 180C/T/As: 1,050(25%) airports,2,436(59%) landbordercrossingpointsand663(16%)
bluebordercrossingpoints.

Å Overall,23 per cent of the assessedPoEswere fully closed(no changecomparedto the previousreportingperiod),28per cent
partially operational(no changecomparedto the previousreport) and 44 per cent fully operational(+2 p.p. comparedto the
previousreportingperiod),howeverthe operationalstatusof PoEsvariedacrossIOMRegionsandPoEtypes:

o TheIOM Regionwith the highestshareof fully closedPoEswasWestandCentralAfrica(53%, no changecomparedto
the previousreporting period), followed by SouthernAfrica (48%, no relative change),SouthAmerica(40%, a 4 p.p.
decreasecomparedto two weeksago)andthe Middle EastandNorth Africa(32%, a 1 p.p. decreasecomparedto two
weeksago);

o TheEuropeanEconomicArearemainedthe IOMRegionwith the highestpercentageof fully operationalPoEs(87%, i.e.
no changecomparedto the previousreportingperiod),followed by EastandHornof Africa(58%, i.e. a 8 p.p. increase
comparedto the previousreporting period) and South-EasternEurope,EasternEuropeand CentralAsia(49%, i.e. a 1
p.p. increaseon a fortnightlybasis);

o About 27 per cent of the assessedlandborder crossingpoints,globally,were fully closed. Forairportsandblueborder
crossingpoints this wasreported as17 and 15 per cent, respectively,with a 1 p.p. decreasefor land border crossing
pointsandairportsin the pasttwo weeks;

o Theshareof fully operationalPoEsincreasedfor all PoEtypes: airports (65%, i.e. a 3 p.p. increasecomparedto the
previousreporting period), blue border crossingpoints (49%, i.e. a 3 p.p. increaseon a fortnightly basis)and land
bordercrossingspoints(34%, i.e. a1 p.p. increasecomparedto two weeksago).
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1. PoE Scope and Coverage: Numbers at a glance
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Tobetter understandhow COVID-19hasaffectedthe varioustravel restrictionsanddisruptionshamperingglobalmobility, this report
looksat IOM’sglobalmobility databaseto map and gather data on the locations,statusand different restrictionsat PoEsglobally,
including airports, blue border crossing points and land border crossing points. This report also looks at the impacts on
stranded migrantsandother populationssuchastouristswho are affectedby the changesin mobility measuresusinga compilation
of inputsfrom multiple sources,includingfrom IOMstaff in the field, DTMreportson flow monitoringandmobility trackingaswell as
from trustedmediasources.

TheIOM COVID-19 Impacton Pointsof EntryWeeklyAnalysisreport providesan overviewand analysison the data from a global
andregionalperspective,usingdataupdatedasof 26 November2020.

IOM has assessed4,149 total PoEsin 180 countries, territories and areasso far. Of these PoEs, 2,436 (59%) were land border
crossingpoints,1050(25%) were airportsand 663 (16%) were blue border crossingpoints (sea-, river and lakeports). More details
canbe foundin Table1 in the Annex.

Ofall assessedPoEs, 23per cent werereportedasfully closedand44per cent werereported to be fully operational. Another28 per
cent werepartially operational. At the regionallevel,the highestrate of fully closedassessedPoEswere locatedin WestandCentral
Africa (53%) and SouthernAfrica (48%). Conversely,the lowest number of fully closedassessedlocationswere found in Centraland
NorthAmericawith 6percentandEuropeanEconomicAreawith 2 per cent. More detailscanbe foundin the Annex,Table1 and2.

4,149
Assessed Points of Entry 

180
Assessed C/T/As

Global map of assessed PoEs and their operational status
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Disclaimer: Thismap is for illustration purposeonly. Theboundariesand the namesshownand
the designationsusedon thismap donot implyofficial endorsementor acceptanceby IOM.



2. Overview of Airports
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IOM assessed1050airports (an increaseof 20 airports from the previousassessment)in 177countries, territories and areas. Of
the assessedairports,17 per cent or 183airportswere reported to be fully closed(adecreaseof 1 p.p. comparedto the previous
report). Airportswith partially operational statuswere reported for 13 per cent or 133airports(no change). For65 per cent (680)
of the assessedairports, the operational status was reported to be fully operational (an increaseof 3 p.p. comparedto the
previousreport). Informationwasnot availablefor the remaining5 per cent (54) of assessedairports(for moredetails,seeTable3
in the Annex).

Of the total 183 assessedfully closedairports, the top IOM region that
reported the highestpercentageof fully closedairportswasSouthAmerica
(37 out of 64, or 58%, of assessedairports are closed: a decreaseof
1 p.p. comparedto the previousupdate). FollowingSouthAmerica,another
IOM region with a high proportion of fully closedairports was Southern
Africa, with 34 out of 68 closedairports or 50 per cent (no changeon a
fortnightly basis). Conversely,Central and West Africa was the region
with the highestproportion of fully operationalairports(42 out of 44, 95%
of the total), followedby EastandHornof Africa, with 69 out of 73, also95
per centof the total.

Global map of assessed airports and their operational status

Disclaimer: Thismap is for illustration purposeonly. Theboundariesand the namesshownand the
designationsusedon thismapdo not implyofficial endorsementor acceptanceby IOM.

17%

13%

65%

5%

Operational status at assessed airports

Fully closed Partially operational

Fully operational Unknown



3. Overview of Blue Border Crossing Points 

(sea-, river and lake ports)
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IOM assesseda total of 663 blue border crossingpoints in 103 countries, territories and areas. The operationalstatus of the
assessedblue bordercrossingpointsvariedslightly,with 15 per cent (or 101 locations)reported to be fully closed. Theportion of
partially operational blue border crossingpoints was reported at 34 per cent (226 ports, a 2 p.p. decreasecomparedto two
weeksago). Finally,49per cent (322locations)werereportedasfully operational (a3 p.p. increase). Informationwasnot available
for 2 per cent(14locations)(for moredetails,seeTable3 in the Annex).

SouthernAfricawas the IOM region with the highestshareof fully closed
blue border crossingpoints (20 out of 35, 57%of the total, no changeon a
fortnightly basis), closelyfollowed by CentralAmerica,North Americaand
the Caribbean(19 out of 37, 51%of the total, no changefrom the previous
update), and South America(5 out of 11 assessedblue border crossing
points, 45%, a decreaseof 5 p.p. on a fortnightly basis). The European
EconomicArea region continued to be the IOM region with the highest
share of fully operational blue border crossing points with 126 fully
operationallocationsout of the 139 assessedblue bordercrossingpointsin
the region (91% of the total: no change compared to the previous
report). Theregionwith the secondhighestshareof fully operationalblue
border PoEswasEastand Horn of Africa,with 85 per cent or 69 out of 81
reported as fully operational, followed by South-EasternEurope,Eastern
EuropeandCentralAsiawith 66of 119or 55per cent.

Global map of assessed blue border crossing points and their operational status

Disclaimer: Thismap is for illustration purposeonly. Theboundariesand the namesshownand the
designationsusedon thismapdo not implyofficial endorsementor acceptanceby IOM.

15%

34%

49%

2%

Operational status at assessed blue border 
crossing points

Fully closed Partially operational

Fully operational Unknown



4. Overview of Land Border Crossing Points
Among the 2,436 assessedland border crossingpoints in 128 countries, territories or areas,the fully closed and partially
operational made up 27 and 33 per cent of the total, respectively,while 34 per cent of the assessedlocationswere fully
operational without anyrestriction. Theoperationalstatusof the remaining6 per cent wasunknown. Comparedto the previous
report, it is noticeablea decreaseof 1 p.p. in fully closedland border crossingpoints anda corresponding1 p.p. increasein fully
operationallocations(for more details,seeTable3 in the Annex).
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Global map of assessed land border crossing points and their operational status

WestandCentralAfricaremainsthe IOMregionreportingthe highestshare
of fully closedland border crossingpoints with 221 out of 354 assessed
locations completely closed, correspondingto 62 per cent of the total
number of land border crossingpoints assessedin this region (no relative
changecompared to the previous reporting period). Other IOM regions
with a high proportion of fully closedland border crossingpoints include
SouthernAfrica (94 out of 206, 46% of the total, no relative changeon a
fortnightly basis),Asiaandthe Pacific(85 out of 225, 38%of the total, i.e. a
1 p.p. increaseon a fortnightly basis)andEastandHornof Africa(69 out of
190, 36%of the total, i.e. a3 p.p. decreasecomparedto two weeksago).

The highest percentageof fully operational land border crossingpoints
amongIOM regionsremainsin the EuropeanEconomicAreawith 399 out
of the 476 assessedland border crossingpoints that are currently open
(84% of the total, i.e. a 1 p.p. increasecomparedto the previousreport),
followed by South-EasternEurope,EasternEuropeand CentralAsia(237
out of 534, 44%of the total, i.e. a 2 p.p. increasecomparedto the previous
report), while the shareof fully operationalland border crossingpoints is
belowthe overallaveragefor all the other IOMregions.

27%

33%

34%

6%

Operational status at assessed land bord 
crossing point

Fully closed Partially operational

Fully operational Unknown



Annex: Tables
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Table 1:  Number (#) and percentage (%) of assessed Points of Entry by type and IOM region

Region
Total Airports

Land border 
crossing points

Blue border 
crossing points

No. of 
C/T/A

# % # % # % # % #

Asia and the Pacific 584 100% 211 36% 225 39% 148 25% 37

Central and North America and 
the Caribbean

437 100% 141 32% 259 59% 37 8% 22

West and Central Africa 443 100% 44 10% 354 80% 45 10% 21

East and Horn of Africa 344 100% 73 21% 190 55% 81 24% 9

European Economic Area 798 100% 183 23% 476 60% 139 17% 30

Middle East and North Africa 245 100% 70 29% 127 52% 48 20% 17

South America 140 100% 64 46% 65 46% 11 8% 10

South-Eastern Europe, Eastern 
Europe and Central Asia

849 100% 196 23% 534 63% 119 14% 19

Southern Africa 309 100% 68 22% 206 67% 35 11% 15

Total 4149 100% 1050 25% 2436 59% 663 16% 180

Table 1.2:  Percentage of update of PoE data by month

Location Type March March (%) April April (%) May May (%)

Airport 18 2% 36 3% 31 3%

Blue border crossing point 6 1% 12 2% 19 3%

Land border crossing point 32 1% 65 3% 114 5%

Total 56 1% 113 3% 164 4%

Location Type June June (%) July July (%) August August(%)

Airport 2 0% 6 1% 75 7%

Blue border crossing point 7 1% 0 0% 0 0%

Land border crossing point 29 1% 0 0% 24 1%

Total 38 1% 6 0% 99 2%

Location Type SeptemberSeptember(%) October October(%) November November(%)

Airport 106 10% 96 9% 680 65%

Blue border crossing point 211 32% 68 10% 340 51%

Land border crossing point 705 29% 323 13% 1144 47%

Total 1022 25% 487 12% 2164 52%
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Table 2: Number (#) and percentage (%) of assessed PoEs by operational status and IOM region

Region

Fully closed
Partially 

operational
Fully operational Unknown Total

# % # % # % # % #

Asia and the Pacific 117 20% 292 50% 118 20% 57 10% 584

Central and North America and the 
Caribbean

27 6% 223 51% 177 41% 10 2% 437

West and Central Africa 235 53% 124 28% 70 16% 14 3% 443

East and Horn of Africa 75 22% 42 12% 199 58% 28 8% 344

European Economic Area 18 2% 77 10% 693 87% 10 1% 798

Middle East and North Africa 78 32% 61 25% 92 38% 14 6% 245

South America 56 40% 46 33% 38 27% 0 0% 140

South-Eastern Europe, Eastern Europe 
and Central Asia

187 22% 231 27% 420 49% 11 1% 849

Southern Africa 148 48% 71 23% 26 8% 64 21% 309

Total 941 23% 1167 28% 1833 44% 208 5% 4149

Table 3: Number (#) and percentage (%) of assessed PoEs by operational status and type

LocationType

Fully closed
Partially 

operational
Fully operational Unknown Total

# % # % # % # % #

Airport 183 17% 133 13% 680 65% 54 5% 100%

Blue border crossing point 101 15% 226 34% 322 49% 14 2% 100%

Land border crossingpoint 657 27% 808 33% 831 34% 140 6% 100%

Total 941 23% 1167 28% 1833 44% 208 5% 100%


