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HIGHLIGHTS

According to the available data from national
authorities and IOM offices, a total of 122,947 migrants
and refugees arrived in Europe between January and
October 2018. Estimated 81 per cent of the overall
population crossed the Mediterranean Sea (99,714),
mainly using the Western Mediterranean route,
which leads to Spain where 54,099 new arrivals
were registered between January and October 2018.
According to DTM flow monitoring data, there were
11,788 arrivals registered in Spain during this reporting
period alone (1 — 31 October), three times the 3,618
reported by the Spanish authorities during the same
period last year. Among the total (54,099) registered
migrants arriving to Spain in 2018, 89 per cent (48,401)
arrived by sea and the remaining 11 per cent (5,698)
arrived by land, mainly to the Spanish enclaves of
Ceuta and Melilla. Migrants from Sub-Saharan Africa
comprise 31 per cent of the overall arrivals registered
as of October 2018, followed by those from Morocco
(24%), Guinea Conakry (11%), Mali (11%) and a variety
of other nationality groups (see_more here). At the
end of October 2018, Hellenic Authorities reported
43,135 new arrivals to Greece, making it the second
most popular entry point to Europe with 52 per cent
more arrivals than the 28,340 reported in the same
period last year. Despite the increase between 2017
and 2018, arrivals this year are still far behind the
172,777 recorded between January and October 2016
and 596,261 reported in the same period 2015. Of the
6,010 arrivals during this reporting period, 69 per cent
arrived in Greece by sea and the remaining 31 per cent
were registered as land arrivals. As in the previous years,
the Syrian Arab Republic, Irag and Afghanistan are the
most common origin countries reported by more than

65 per cent of all registered migrants and refugees in
Greece. Arrivals to Italy increased slightly (6%) during
this reporting period, reaching a total of 1,007 arrivals
registered between 1 and 31 October a 6 per cent
increase when compared to the previous month (947).
Between January and October 2018 Italian Ministry of
Interior reported the arrival of 22,031 migrants and
refugees, an 80 per cent decrease compared to the
111,397 registered in the same period last year and
86 per cent less than the 159,427 registered between
January and end of October 2016. According to the
available data, Tunisian nationals are the first registered
nationality group in 2018, followed by those arriving
from the Horn of Africa and Western and Central
Africa (see_more here). At the end of October 2018,
authorities in Malta reported the arrival of 1,033
migrants and refugees. The number of arrivals in Malta
this year (as of end October) is the highest number
of arrivals reported since 2013 when 2,008 migrants
were registered arriving in the country (read more
here). The increased migratory movements through
Western Balkans (Albania, Montenegro, Bosnia and
Herzegovina) continued during this reporting period,
reaching a total of 27,972 at the end of October
2018, thirteen times more than the 2,199 reported
in the same period last year and a ten times increase
compared to the 2,725 registered in the whole of 2017.
The majority of migrants were registered in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, a total of 20,879. Pakistan is the most
commonly reported country declared by a third of
the overall registered caseload, followed by those who
arrived from the Syrian Arab Republic, Afghanistan, the
Islamic Republic of Iran, Irag, and 29 different nationality

groups (read more here).



http://migration.iom.int/europe/
http://migration.iom.int/docs/2017_Overview_Arrivals_to_Europe.pdf
http://migration.iom.int/docs/Flows_Compilation_Report_June_2018.pdf
http://migration.iom.int/docs/Flows_Compilation_Report_June_2018.pdf
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OVERVIEW OF ARRIVALS

Figure 1 Cumulative monthly arrivals in Bulgaria, Cyprus, Greece, Italy, Malta and Spain, January - October 2018
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Figure 2 Arrivals between January and October 2016 - 2018
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TRANSIT COUNTRIES -
REGISTERED IRREGULAR APPREHENSIONS

"Figure 3 Summary of Registered Irregular Apprehensions
between January and October 2017 -2018
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M I G R A N T P R E S E N c E ® Migrant Presence Location Sea Route Land Route
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PRESENCE OF MIGRANTS AND ASYLUM SEEKERS IN THE REGION — CHANGES OVER TIME

Country October 2016 October 2017 October 2018
Greece? 60,948 54,225 64,708
the Former Yugoslav 216 30 74
Republic of Macedonia

Serbia 4,3156 4,500 3,980
Croatia? 597 518 366
Slovenia 283 237 375
Hungary 307 526 137
Bulgaria 7,071 1,3331 864
Cyprus* 285 229
Romania* 1,121 462
Montenegro 174 273
Italy? 175,481%* 183,681%* 146,255

*Number of asylum seekers.

2 Sum of available information, excluding the figure on self-settled migrants and asylum seekers as of 30 September. The figures on self-settled was not available.
3 Data for Slovenia and Croatia includes number of asylum seekers only.

4 Data for 2016 and 2017 is the final yearly data reflecting migrants presence as of end of the year.
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POLICY DEVELOPMENTS

EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN ROUTE ]

In response to the arrival of almost one million
migrants and refugees from the Middle East and
Africa through the Eastern Mediterranean route
in the second half of 2015 and the first three
months of 2016, on 18 March 2016, the European
Union (EU) and Turkey agreed on a plan to end
irregular migration flows from Turkey to the EU.
The document states that from 20 March 2016 all
persons who do not have a right to international
protection in Greece will be returned to Turkey,
based on the Readmission Agreement from
2002 signed between the countries. The whole
document is available here and for the last report
on Relocation and Resettlement please check here.

Figure 4 Number of Syrian refugees resettled from Turkey to
Europe (EEA) between April 2016 and October 2018
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CENTRAL MEDITERRANEAN

On 2 February 2017, Italy’s Prime Minister signed
a memorandum of understanding with Libya’s
National Reconciliation Government to reduce the
number of departures from Libya to ltaly. A day
after, 3 February 2017, Members of the European
Council drafted the Malta Declaration at an informal
summit held in Malta. During the summit, 28 EU
heads of state discussed the external dimensions of
migration, focusing mainly on undertaking actions
to: significantly reduce migratory flows, break
the business model of smugglers and save lives
(Malta Declaration). In addition to that, the ltalian
Government and the EU provided trainings to the
Libyan Coast Guard to improve their capacity to
execute rescue operations. This had a significant
impact on the number of arrivals in ltaly in 2017,
causing a twofold decrease in the number of arrivals
between the second and third quarters of the year
(59,460 in Q2 versus 21,957 in Q3). It also caused
an overall decrease in the number of arrivals in
2018, which can be seen when compared to the
number of arrivals in the same period in 2017 (e.g.
111,397 arrivals between January and October
2017 compared to 22,031 in the same period in
2018).

CALL FOR REGIONAL DISEMBARKATION
PLAN

In an effort to tackle the record rate of drownings
in the Mediterranean Sea witnessed in 2018, IOM
and UNHCR have together appealed to European
leaders to confront the negative political discourse
regarding migrants and refugees arriving by boat.
Over 1,900 have died in their efforts to reach Europe
by sea since the beginning of the year, and due to
decreased capacity for search and rescue missions,
1in 8 migrant deaths occurred in September alone.
The workable regional arrangement initiated by IOM
and UNHCR is a comprehensive approach to sea
rescues that would increase the predictability and
efficiency of disembarkation missions by means of
common procedures. Alongside this proposal, both
organizations encouraged  responsibility-sharing
amongst European leaders, and the implementation
of the agreements formed in the Valetta Political
Declaration and Plan of Action. See here for more
information.

BACK TO CONTENTS [RIRA


http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2017/02/03/malta-declaration/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2016/03/18/eu-turkey-statement/
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/20170906_fifteenth_report_on_relocation_and_resettlement_en.pdf
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-unhcr-proposal-european-union-regional-cooperative-arrangement-ensuring-predictable
https://www.iom.int/news/unhcr-and-iom-appeal-european-leaders-tackle-mediterranean-deaths
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COUNTRIES OF FIRST ARRIVAL
ITALY

Developments during the reporting period

As of October 2018, 22,031 migrants were reported to have arrived in Italy by sea.
This is an 82 per cent decrease in comparison with the same period of 2017 when
119,369 arrivals were registered. Among the migrants 3,368 (16%) are registered as
unaccompanied children. According to the Italian MOP, Tunisia represents the first
declared country of origin with 4,827 arrivals (22% of the total), followed by Eritrea®
(14%), Sudan (7%), Iraq (7%), Pakistan (7%), Nigeria (6%) and several other African and
Southern Asian nationalities. Arrivals of migrants who departed from Libya decreased
by 88 per cent in comparison with the same period last year and represent around 57
per cent of all departures towards Italy. Other migrants departed from Tunisia (about
21%), Turkey (13%), and the remaining from Algeria and Greece’.

Figure 5 Monthly arrivals in Italy, 2014 - 2018
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1 October — According to available estimates by IOM Libya, Libyan coast guard
rescued a total of 14,377 migrants in the Mediterranean who embarked on a
journey to Europe between January and October 2018. When compared to the
overall arrivals in Italy and Malta, the figure represents more than a half (62%)
of the 23,062 registered arrivals this year. Further on, looking at the monthly
dynamic, number of migrants who were returned to Libya surpassed arrivals to
both countries in March (1,058 rescued vs. 1,049 arrivals), June (3,866 rescued
vs. 3,382 arrivals) and July (2,204 rescued vs. 1,997 arrivals).

5 IOM data is adjusted according to the official figures provided by Italy's Ministry of Interior twice a week.

6 The information on nationality breakdown provided in this report is based on the nationality declared by
migrants as reported by the Italian Ministry of Interior.

7 Calculations based on DTM Flow Monitoring data.

BACK TO CONTENTS
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2 October — The mayor of Riace, a small village in Calabria, was placed under
house arrest for having allegedly aided irregular migration and for mishandling
public procurement procedures in the municipal waste treatment (here and
here). The initial charges of criminal conspiracy, abuse of office and aggravated
fraud have been dropped and the Prosecutor has criticized some aspects of
the investigation stating that there might have been chaotic management of
public funds, but that no one has been bribed. The mayor Mimmo Lucano
is well known for the welcoming policy of Riace, a village suffering from high
emigration rates and ageing population, which welcomed many refugees to
bring more young persons to live there (here). Later in October, the Ministry
of Interior released an official document that calls for the closure of the SPRAR
project in Riace due to irregularities in the management of resources for asylum
seekers and refugees.

7 October — The Italian Ministry of Interior Salvini has declared that Italy could
close its airports to prevent Dublin transfers of migrants from Germany (here).
There are estimates of about 20 thousand migrants arrived and registered in
[taly that, in 2017, engaged in secondary movements to reach Germany (here).

8 October — About 3,500 migrants are believed to be living in occupied
buildings and informal settlements in Rome. One of the main occupied
buildings accommodating migrants outside the reception system who cannot
afford regular housing is going to be evacuated for its precarious conditions
(here). However, a network of associations is asking local authorities to carefully
manage the operation and think about adequate housing options for migrants
and ltalians living in the building (here). According to the data from Italian MO,
there are estimated 146,255 migrants and refugees residing in Italy as of the
end of October.

10 October — The Moressa Foundation has presented its annual report on the
economy of immigration, with the title “Prospettive di integrazione di un'ltalia che
invecchia” (integration perspectives in an ageing Italy). IOM ltaly contributed to
Report and was part of the panel (here the full video of the presentation).

13 October — 70 migrants departed from Libya on a wooden boat and were
escorted to a port in Lampedusa by the [talian Coast Guard. The boat was in
distress in the Maltese SAR area and alerts to the Maltese and Italian MRCC
were sent by the NGO vessel Mare lonio (here and here). At the beginning of
the month, two vessels sailing under ltalian flag, the tug boat Mare lonio and
the ship Burlesque, left Sicilian coasts as part of the first all-ltalian rescue and
monitoring mission in the Central Mediterranean, called Mediterranea (here).

25 October — IDOS Research Institute presented its annual report on
Immigration in Italy, with a statistical update of the migrant population in Italy. A
video on the main findings can be found here.

Table 1 Arrivals by sea - top 10 declared
nationdlities, January - October 2018

Declared

nationality Total %
Total 22,031 100
Tunisia 4,827 22
Eritrea® 3,077 14
Sudan 1,596 7
Iraq 1,545 7
Pakistan 1,451 7
Nigeria 1,248 6
Algeria 1,099 5
Céte d'lvoire 1,049 5
Mali 875 4
Guinea 809 4
Others 4,455 20

Known entry points:

The main ports of disembarkation as
of October are those in Sicily (Pozzallo,
Lampedusa, Catania, Messina and
Trapani). Most arrivals during the month
resulted from the autonomous landings
of small boats that departed from Tunisia
and arrived in Lampedusa, or on the
Western coast of Sicily, and of sailing
boats that departed from Turkey to
Calabria and Apulia. According to IOM,
during the month of October only 1
arrival was registered from Libya.

There is currently no official estimate on
the number of migrants arriving in Italy
by land borders being provided by Italian
authorities. Nonetheless, media outlets
report of an increase of land migrants
travelling along the so-called Balkan
route from Slovenia towards Trieste and
Gorizia.

8  The information on nationality ~breakdown
provided in this report is based on the nationality
declared by migrants as reported by the Italian
Ministry of Interior.
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Map 1 Main departure points from Libya and landing points in Italy (October 2018)
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Some migrants who arrive by sea try to IOM is supporting transfers of some IOM Italy manages a resettlement

move to other European countries, and
formal and informal transit camps are
active at border areas with neighbouring
countries  (France, Switzerland and
Austria). Migrants are often stopped or
pushed back to ltaly when found on
streets or trains close to the borders.
Ventimiglia is the main bottleneck for
migrants and refugees who are trying to
cross the border with France, along with
other transit centers and informal places
where migrants gather to try to organize
their crossing. French authorities are
reported to send back migrants found
on their territory in an irregular position.
The most frequent nationalities over
the past month were Algerian, Tunisian,
Iragi, Iranian and Pakistani. Further on,
Como  (Italy/Switzerland) and, to a
lesser extent, Bolzano (ltaly/Austria), are
the two border cities where transiting
migrants gather and try to organize
for further moving northwards. The
[talian authorities transfer migrants from
Ventimiglia to the hotspot in Taranto
with regularity, to decrease pressure
at the border and reduce secondary
movements.

migrants  disembarked  during  the
summer months in Sicily through
bilateral agreements between ltaly and
other European countries. In August,
47 beneficiaries from Eritrea’, Ethiopia,
Somalia and Céte d'lvoire have been
relocated from Pozzallo to Bordeaux
(France) via Catania. In  September,
19 beneficiaries were relocated from
Pozzallo to Portugal. Assistance is
ongoing for transfers to Spain and
Ireland, and other departures have been
organized during the month of October.

9  The information on nationality —breakdown
provided in this report is based on the nationality
declared by migrants as reported by the lItalian
Ministry of Interior.

program financed by the Ministry of
Interior; under which 985 migrants have
been resettled to ltaly in 2017 from
Lebanon, Turkey, Sudan, Syrian Arab
Republic and Jordan.

The program restarted at the beginning
of 2018, with more quotas and countries
of departure. As of October 2018, 207
refugees departing from Jordan, Lebanon
and Sudan were resettled to ltaly with
IOM assistance.
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Resettled from

Nationality Jordan  Lebanon  Sudan  Syria Turkey Total
Eritrea’® 55 55
Ethiopia 10 10
The Islamic Republic

of Iran 3 3
Syrian Arab Republic 83 56 139
Total 83 56 65 0 3 207

Since 2016, a consortium of faith-based organizations (Comunita di Sant’Egidio,
Federazione delle Chiese Evangeliche in ltalia and Tavola Valdese) has started to
organize self-funded humanitarian corridors in agreement with the Italian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and the Italian Ministry of Interior. A total of more than 1,500 migrants
have been resettled over the last two years through this program. The last reported
arrival of 83 Syrians from Lebanon was reported on 31 October.

Migrants in reception centres

According to the data provided by the  Map 2 Distribution of migrants in reception centers in Italy by region
[talian  Ministry of Interior, 146,255 (October 2018)

migrants are hosted in reception centres TALY

. PRESENT MIGRANTS
of various types throughout the country Nigrant Presenaa 146’255 o] o BT AIE
as of October 2018. This is a 16 per

i A
cent decrease compared to January, .
when 174,573 were hosted. Five regions o =
— Lombardia, Sicilia, Campania, Lazio e M
and Piemonte — host almost half of all Y

migrants currently in reception (48%).
According to the Ministry of Labour
and Social Policies, around 12,112
unaccompanied migrant children are
in dedicated reception facilities as of  [-*
September 2018.
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10 The information on nationality breakdown provided in this report is based on the nationality declared by
migrants as reported by the Italian Ministry of Interior.
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Migrants in reception centres, yearly and monthly figures. Source: Italia MOI. Note: this data
does not include CPR, centres for forced repatriation.
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GREECE

Developments during the reporting
period

During this reporting period (1 — 31
October 2018), Hellenic authorities
registered 6,010  migrants  and
refugees who arrived in Greece by
land and sea. Two thirds of all
individuals arrived by sea, a total of
4162, and the remaining 1,848
reached Greece from Turkey by land
(mainly  through the Evros river
region).

Greece has become the second most
popular entry point (just after Spain)

for migrants who are crossing
the  Mediterranean Sea on their
journey to Europe. The 43,135
arrivals  reported between  January
and October 2018 represent a
52 per cent increase compared

to the 28340 reported in the same
period last year, and 23 per cent
more than the 35,052 reported in the
whole of 2017. In contrast to that, arrivals
this year are still far behind the
172777 reported at the end of
October 2016. However, 90 per cent
of the arrivals in 2016 were registered
in the first quarter of the year (January
— March), a total of 152,617, and only
20160  (12%)  were  registered
between April and October,

Figure 7 Land arrivals to Greece in January-October, 2016 — 2018
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almost half the 35,792 registered in the
same period of 2018.

During this reporting period, an
estimated 69 per cent of migrants and
refugees arrived in Greece by sea, and the
remaining 31 per cent were registered
as land arrivals. In total this year, there
were 15,632 land arrivals, which is the
highest number reported for this period
since 2016 (2,602). A significant increase
in land arrivals has been observed in

Figure 6 Arrivals in January-October, 2016 — 2018
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the second quarter (monthly average of
2,413). In the third quarter, land arrivals
decreased to an average of 1,466, with
a slight increase in October when 1,848
new land arrivals were reported. This
represents a significant jump in land
arrivals compared to the first quarter
of 2018. In the first three months of
the year, the monthly average was 715,
ranging from 393 reported in January to
1,325 registered in March.
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Afghanistan is the most commonly
reported country of origin, declared by
37 per cent of registered migrants and
refugees arriving by sea to Greece''. Iragi
nationals represent the second largest
nationality group registered this year
(16%), followed by those arriving from
the Syrian Arab Republic (12%) and the
Democratic Republic of the Congo (9%).
The remaining 26 per cent is distributed

among 43 different nationality groups.

B Syrian Arab Republic

B |raq
B Afghanistan
Cameroon
B Democratic Republic of the Congo

B Other

Figure 8 Nationality breakdown of registered
arrivals by sea in Greece between January
and October 2018

MIXED MIGRATION FLOWS IN THE MEDITERRANEAN
Compilation of Available Data and Information

Known entry points

According to the available data, Lesbos, Samos, Rhodes, Chios and Megisti are the main
entry points for migrants who arrived in Greece by sea. The majority of those who
arrived in the country by land, from the Edirne province in Turkey to the Evros region
in Greece.

Map 3 Main entry points to Greece, January — October 2018
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Migrant presence

According to the latest available data from IOM Athens and national authorities there
were an estimated 64,708'> migrants and refugees in different accommodation facilities
on the Greek mainland and islands. This represents a slight increase compared to the
62,938 reported in the previous month. An estimated 31 per cent of people registered
as residing in official reception facilities in Greece at the end of October 2018 were
registered in the facilities on the islands, while the remaining 69 per cent were registered
in different types of accommodation facilities and shelters on the mainland.

Number of
Type of facilities accommodated
P migrants and
refugees
Islands 20,082
Open Accommodation Facilities on the mainland 18,374
UNHCR Accommodation Scheme on the mainland 20,356
EKKA shelters for Unaccompanied Children (UAC) 3,637
Reception and Identification Centres on the mainland 250
Detention Centres on the mainland 2,009
Total 64,708

"

Nationality breakdown for land arrivals is not
available.

12 Note that this figure does not include the number of self-settled migrants in Greece.
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SPAIN

Developments during the reporting
period

In October 2018, a total of 11,788
migrants and refugees arrived in Spain by
sea and land, three and a half times the
3,618 arrivals reported by the Spanish
authorities in the same period last year.
An estimated 93 per cent (11,010) of
migrants and refugees arrived in Spain
using sea routes and the remaining 8
per cent arrived by land to the Spanish
enclaves of Ceuta and Melilla. Between
January and end of October 2018, the
authorities in Spain registered a total
of 54,099 migrants and refugees. Some
48,401 arrived in Spain by sea (89%)
and 5,698 (10%) arrived by land to the
Spanish enclaves in the North of Africa.

Nationality breakdown

According to the information provided
by the Spanish Ministry of Interior, the
10 main nationalities identified in the
reporting period (Jan — October 2018)
among the arrivals by sea are: unknown
nationals from Sub-Saharan countries
(31%), followed by nationals of Morocco
(24%), Guinea Conakry (11%), Mali
(11%), Algeria (7%), Cote d'lvoire (5%),
The Gambia (4%), Senegal (2%) and
Cameroon (1%).

The arrivals of unaccompanied migrant
children (UMC) to Spain have been
increasing proportionally with the level
of arrivals registered in 2018. In a public
appearance held on 30 August 2018 at
the Congress of Deputies, the Spanish
Minister of Labor, Migration and Social
Security declared that as of 31 July 2018,
the legal guardianship authorities in
Spain were hosting a total of 763 UMC.
Comparing to the UMC registered as
of 31 December 2017 (6,414), this
represents a slight increase of 37 per
cent (2,349 UMC more)'™®. Compared
to the year before and according to the
Spanish Registry of UMC, there has been
an increase of 60 per cent compared to
the 3,997 registered in 2016™.

13 Source: Diario de Sesiones del Congreso de los
Diputados, Comisiones, 30 agosto 2018. p 5.

14 Source: Memoria elevada al gobierno de S. M.
presentada al inicio del afio judicial por la fiscal
general del estado, Excma. Sra. Dofia Marfa José
Segarra Crespo. p. 625

Figure 9 Sea and land arrivals to Spain by month, January — October 2018
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Figure 10 Sea Arrivals to Spain, comparison 2016 — 2018
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">Figure 11 Nationality breakdown of migrant arriving by sea to Spain between January and
October 2018
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15  Last available data.
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"“Figure 13 Unaccompanied Migrant Children
2016 — 31 July 2018

Figure 12 Age/Sex breakdown of migrants
and refugees who arrived in Spain between
January and October 2018, IOM Flow
Monitoring Estimates
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Figure 15 Land arrivals to Ceuta and Melilla,
comparison January — October 2017 and
2018

Land arrivals to Ceuta and Melilla

From the beginning of the year until
the end of October 2018, a total of
5,698 arrived by land to Ceuta (1,725
individuals) and Melilla (3,973) — the two
Spanish autonomous regions located
in Northern Africa. This represents a
10 per cent increase compared to the
same period last year, when a total of
5190 irregular border crossings from
Morocco took place. July has been the
month with the highest number of land
arrivals in 2018 (1,085), while the lowest
is September; with a total of 345 persons
crossing irregularly.
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Map 4 Main arrival points to Spain, October 2018
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16 Last available data.

Main entry points
Sea arrivals

During this reporting period, a total of
11,010 migrants and refugees arrived
in Spain by sea, mainly to the Coast of
Andalusia. October has been the month
with the largest number of sea arrivals
registered since the beginning of the
year. According to publicly available
information from the Spanish Maritime
Agency, the five main landing points in
October were Almeria, Motril, Mélaga
and Algeciras. Further on, the Western
African route is also registering arrivals
mainly to the Port of Arrecife, at the
Lanzarote (Canary Islands). This year’s
arrivals to the Canary Islands mark a total
of 1,215 individuals, which is 969 more
than the same reporting period last year.

Figure 14 Entry points to Spain, based on
arrivals data for October 2018
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MALTA

Developments during the reporting period

A total of 1,033 migrants disembarked in Malta between Ju